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Rumsfeld warns Syria on military shipments

by Matt Kelley

WASHINGTON (AP) - Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld issued
asternwarning to Syriaon Friday to stop sending military equipment
to Iraqi forces, saying such shipments have included night-vision
goggles.

“We consider such trafficking ashostile actsand will hold the Syrian
government accountable for such shipments,” Rumsfeld said.

Rumsfeld also said that Iragi militants opposed to Saddam Hussein's
regime were streaming into Irag from Iran, where they had beenin
exile. He said their presence was complicating U.S. war plans.

Sharing a Pentagon briefing with Rumsfeld, Air Force Gen. Richard
Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefsof Staff, said thelragi government
has lost control of 35 percent to 40 percent of itsterritory and that
allied air forces have supremacy over 95 percent of Irag's airspace.

Rumsfeld said that Iragi forces were being helped by shipments
from Syria, Iraq’s neighbor to the West. “We have information that
shipments of military supplies have been crossing the border from
Syriainto Iraqg, including night-vision goggles,” he said.

“There's no question but that to the extent that military supplies or

equipment or people are moving across the borders between Iraq
and Syria, it vastly complicates our situation,” Rumsfeld said.

Asked if the United States was threatening military action against
Syria, Rumsfeld said: “1"m saying exactly what I’m saying. It was
carefully phrased.”

“Thesedeliveriespose adirect threat to thelives of coalition forces,”
the defense secretary added.

Syrian President Bashar Assad has described the military action as
“clear occupation and aflagrant aggression against aUnited Nations
member state.” Syriaisthe only Arab country currently onthe U.N.
Security Council.

Syrian officialswere not immediately available for comment.

Rumsfeld also said that “ hundreds’ of Iran-backed militants opposed
to Saddam'’ sregime, known asthe Badr Brigades, wereentering Iraq
and complicating U.S. war plans drawn up by the on-scene
commander, Gen. Tommy Franks.

“To the extent that they interfere with Gen. Frank’s activities, they
continued on page 17
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Busn, Blair: coalition looseninglragi regime's‘grip of terror’

by LindaD. Kozaryn,American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, March 27, 2003 — “ Slowly, but surely, the grip of
terror around the throats of the Iragi people is being loosened,”
President Bush said today.

Accompanied by British Prime Minister Tony Blair, Bush spokeat a
press conference at Camp David, Md. He said coalition forces are
“advancing day by day in steady progress against the enemy.”

“We are now engaging the dictator’s most hardened and most
desperate units,” Bush said. “The campaign ahead will demand
further courage and require further sacrifice, yet we know the
outcome. Iraq will be disarmed, the Iragi regimewill be ended and
thelong-suffering Iragi peoplewill befree.”

Thereisnotimetablefor thewar, the president stressed to reporters.
Thewar will last “however long it takestowin” and the lragi people
have got to know that “they will be liberated and Saddam Hussein
will be removed — no matter how long it takes.”

Blair echoed the U.S. president’s commitment, noting that while
some people are fiercely loyal to the regime, he has no doubt that
the“vast mgjority of ordinary Iragi people are desperate for abetter
and different future.”

The prime minister restated the coalition’s “total resolve.”

“Saddam Hussein and his hateful regime will be removed from
power,” Blair said. “Iragq will be disarmed of weapons of mass
destruction and the Iragi peoplewill befree. That isour commitment.
That isour determination, and wewill seeit done.”

Blair noted that in just under aweek, coalition forces have achieved
“amassive amount.” They’ ve secured Irag’s southern oil fieldsand
facilities, protecting that resource and wealth for the Iragi people
and avoiding ecological disaster, he said. They’ve disabled Irag’'s
ability to launch external aggression from the west.

Coalition forces are within 50 miles of Baghdad, he continued.
They’ ve secured the key port of Umm Qasr, paving the way for
humanitarian aid. They’ ve also damaged Irag’ scommand and control
capabilities.

Right now, Blair said, codlition forcesare primarily focused on military
victory, “which they are prosecuting with the utmost vigor.” Coalition
forcesaremovinginto the north. Thewest is protected from external
aggression. “Wewill carry on until thejob isdone.”

Blair said he's confident the operation’s goalswould be met, and he
paid tribute to the integrity of the coalition forces. He said their
professionalism, skill and bravery “stands in sharp contrast to the
brutality of Saddam’sregime.”

“Day by day, we have seen the reality of Saddam’sregime,” Blair
said. “His thugs prepare to kill their own people, the parading of
prisoners of war, and now the release of those pictures of executed
British soldiers.

CamP 0AVIOD

COALITION PARTNERS—U.S President George W. Bush and
British Prime Minister Tony Blair hold a news conference
following their overnight summit at Camp David, March 27.
White House photo by Paul Morse

“If anyone needed any further evidence of the depravity of Saddam'’s
regime, thisatrocity providesit,” hesaid. “Itisyet onemoreflagrant
breach of all the proper conventions of war.

“More than that,” Blair continued, “to the families of the soldiers
involved, itisan act of cruelty beyond comprehension. It is, indeed,
beyond the comprehension of anyone with an ounce of humanity in
their souls.”

Bush said he is not surprised by reports of the regime’s brutality.
He' snot surprised Iraqi forcesare committing crimesagainst coaition
soldiers and killing their own citizens and trying to blame it on
coalition forces. He's not surprised that deserters are being blown
away by fellow Iragi citizens.

“We had reports the other day of a dissident who had his tongue
cut out and wastied to a stake in the town’s square,” the president
said. “Hebled to death. That’s how Saddam Hussein retains power.”

If Saddam Hussein uses weapons of mass destruction, Bush said,
“it will just prove our case and we will deal with it.” Anyone who
launchesaweapon of massdestruction will betried asawar criminal,
he added.

“WEe've got one objective in mind — that’s victory,” he said, “and
wewill achievevictory.”

Bush said the United States and coalition partner nationswill stand
with the Iragi people on the challenges ahead. The coalition is
prepared to deliver humanitarian relief on alarge scale, and relief
operations have begun.

Bush and Blair urged the United Nationsto resumethe oil-for-food
program. Bush said more than half the Iragi people depend on this
program as their sole source of food.

continued on page 3
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MyersspeakstoArab world viaAl Jazeera

by Jim Garamone, American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, March 27, 2003 —The United States has absol utely
no desireto stay in Irag any longer than necessary, the U.S. military’s
senior officer told theArab world today.

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Air Force Gen. Richard Myers
reached out to the 60 millionArab viewersof theAl Jazeerasatellite
television network in an interview today.

Myers told Dana Budeiri, the Al Jazeera correspondent in the
Pentagon, that the U.S.-led coalition will accomplish its mission of
disarming Saddam Hussein.

A U.S. objectiveistoleavean Irag that isbetter off “than it isunder
thisbrutal dictator,” Myerssaid. “1 think most of your viewersknow
the record of Saddam Hussein and the treatment of his own people
and the treatment of his neighbors.”

The United Stateswill leave an Iraq that isintact, hasagovernment
that guarantees the rights of al citizens, and has no weapons of
mass destruction, hesaid. “Wewant to do that asquickly aspossible.”

The U.S. military will pull out of Irag assoon asthe security situation
is stable, Myers said. After Saddam falls, he added, there will be a
military administration and that will shift to acivilian one. He hopes

Bush, Blair: coalition loosening Iraqi regime's‘grip of
terror’ continued

“This urgent humanitarian issue must not be politicized,” the
president stressed, urging the Security Council to give Secretary-
General Kofi Annan the authority to send food suppliestothelragis
most in need.

The coalition isalso committed to helping the Iragi people over the
long term, he said.

“lrag’s greatest long-term need is a representative government that
protects the rights of all Iragis,” Bush said. “The form of this
government will be chosen by the Iragi people, not be imposed by
outsiders.”

American, British, Polish and other coalition troops are sharing the
duties and sacrifices of the war to disarm Irag, the president said,
noting that the coalition assembled today is greater than that
assembled in 1991.

“Ally after ally after ally has stood with us and continues to stand
with us,” Bush told reporters. “We appreciate the bravery, the
professionalism of the British troopsand al coalition troops. Together
we have lost people and the American people offer their prayersto
theloved ones of the British fallen just aswe offer our prayersto the
loved ones of our own troops who have fallen.”

Blair offered his nation’s condolences, sympathy and prayersto the
families of the American service members who have fallenin this
conflict.

that the model of Afghanistan—where acivilianinterim government
took chargefairly quickly —can befollowed in Irag.

Myers said providing humanitarian assistance to Iraq is another
pressing issue. He noted coalition troops have already brought
humanitarian suppliesinto the country with them. Maritime forces
are working to clear a channel so shipborne supplies can begin
flowing in. “(Coalition forces) came into the country not only to
fight the Iragi regime but to provide humanitarian assistance,” he
said.

Myerssaid that coalition forceshavenot yet found any Iragi weapons
of mass destruction. However, he added, forces have found new
chemical and biological protection suitsin acouple of places.

“People know full well that coalition forces do not have chemical

continued on page6

Rumsfeld: Saddam’s‘death squads
preventing morelraqi surrenders

by Gerry J. Gilmore, American ForcesPress Service

WASHINGTON, March 27, 2003 — U.S. Defense Secretary Donald
H. Rumsfeld has a three-word answer to why more Iraqgi troops
aren’t laying down their arms and surrendering to coalition forces:
Saddam’s death squads.

The death squads are “enforcers,” part of Fedayeen Saddam, a
paramilitary organization headed by Hussein's eldest son Uday,
Rumsfeld told reporterstoday on Capitol Hill.

The Fedayeen “go into the cities and shoot people and threaten
people and insist that they not surrender and not rise up,” the
secretary explained during abreak in histestimony beforethe Senate
Appropriations Committee. “And, they’re vicious,” he added,
estimating Fedayeen Saddam has 5,000 to 20,000 members.

The secretary related how the Fedayeen recently dealt with an
unfortunate Iragi who opposed the regime. “ They left somebody in
the center of Baghdad not too long ago with his tongue pulled out
until he had bled to death -— cut his tongue out,” Rumsfeld said.

The Fedayeen aren’t just in Baghdad, but are deployed across the
country.

“And they’ re shooting — executing — people in Basra, Rumsfeld
declared.

The secretary noted that such horrific behavior shouldn't surprise
anyone who has followed Hussein's 20-plus year career as lrag's
dictator. Hussein, after all, has* used chemicals on his own people,
aswell as hisneighbors,” Rumsfeld pointed out.

Morethan 4,000 Iragi troops are now in custody as prisoners of war,
U.S. officialshavereported.
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Marine Gen. Peter Pacedecrieslragi war crimes

by LindaD. Kozaryn,American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, March 27, 2003 — Iragi forces loyal to Saddam
Hussein have executed coalition troops and committed other
“disgusting” war crimes, U.S. Marine Gen. Peter Pace said March
26.

The deputy chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the military’s
second highest ranking officer, Pacetold CNN'sLarry King hewas
surprised that Saddam’sforces have committed so many war crimes
since ground fighting began. He said the Iragis have executed
captives, put operational command posts inside hospitals, stored
weapons in schools and dressed their soldiersin civilian clothes.

“They have used women and children as human shields,” he
continued, “and they have pretended to surrender and then opened
fire on the forces to which they were supposedly surrendering.
These are all war crimes, and they’ve all happened in the first six
days of this conflict.”

The executions Pacereferred to occurred whenaU.S. supply convoy
took a wrong turn into hostile territory, a Pentagon official said.
Intelligence reportsindicate when the troops attempted to surrender,
they were shot.

“1’venever seen anything likethis,” Pace continued. “ Although we
have known in the past that they are capabl e of doing this, but to do
it so blatantly, so early, is not only a surprise, but to me it's
disgusting.”

All told, there have been about 20 to 30 combat deaths, Pace said.
“The reason | can't be more precise than that is that there are, as
you would expect, (inthe) fog of war, somewho wethink are missing
(who) now may in fact be dead. We don’t have precise locations on
all of thefolkson the battlefield.”

Pace expressed empathy with the families of coalition prisoners of
war.

“1 hope they understand and know that all of us, especialy those
who are dtill forward, the teammates of theirs on the ground, are
doing everything we can to locate and to free their sons and
daughters,” he said. “We thank them for the sacrifice that they’re
making, and we all hope and pray that thiswar can end quickly so
that we can repatriate POWSs, not only U.S. and coalition POWSs, but
any who we might capture from the other side.”

As coalition forces have pressed forward in Irag, Pace said, Iragi
opposition has been sporadic, More than 4,000 Iraqgis have
surrendered and he expects more will do so.

“Part of the problem right now, | believe, isthat thereareelementsin
thelragi military whowould liketo surrender,” hesaid, “but literally
directly behind them are thugs from the special security forceswho
kill them when they try to surrender, who haveliterally cut thetongue
out of someonewho spoke out against theregime, and let himdiein
the street, who hung a lady the other day because she had the
temerity to wave at a passing convoy of coalition troops.”

Overall, the general said, Operation Iragi Freedom has been going
extremely well. Saddam’sregime no longer controlsthe north, west
or south, and coalition forces have penetrated about 200 milestoward
Baghdad.

“So, if you happen to be sitting in Baghdad in the center of Irag, you
ought to be getting nervous about now,” he said.

Asked thewhereabouts of the Iragi air force, Pacereplied laconicaly,
“It's not in the air. Had they taken off, they would have been shot
down by the coalition forces, which is probably why they did not
take off.

“Asbest weknow, al of theairfieldsfrom which they would be able
to take off, from which they might havetaken off in the past, are now
cratered. So, to our knowledge, there is not arunway in Irag from
which they could actually take off.”

Caoalition forces have put over 1,000 planesinto the air every day
and will continue to do so. Whether this has produced the touted
“shock and awe” intended, Pace said, depends on your perspective.

“l guess you need to be standing near the point of impact to
understand whether or not it's awesome,” he said.

The air campaign will continue as long as necessary, Pace added.
“We will continue to put large numbers of airplanesin the air, and
what will shiftiswewill movefrom aregime command and control to
supporting troops on the ground as necessary to ensure that they
have the firepower and the cover they need to get the job done.”

Coadlitionforces have also worked to secure Irag's il fields. “One of
our main objectives was to be able to secure the southern ail fields
inaway that would prevent destruction of those and be ableto turn
back to the Iragi people the wealth that is in the ground there so
they can useit for their own prosperity,” he said.

Significant progress has also been made on the humanitarian front,
Pace noted. British coalition forcesareworking to clear minesand to
hirelocal laborersto get the port of Umm Qasr back into operation.
Shipsladen with food and medicine lie off the coast.

The Kuwaitis have offered water, he said, and British and U.S.
engineers are building a pipeline through the southern part of Iraq
into Basrato beableto provideup to 2 million litersof water per day.
As coalition forces have moved forward, they have distributed
300,000 humanitarian ration packs.

“They have another 1.5 million humanitarian rations with them in
theforward fighting areas,” Pace said. “ Andintherear, theshipsare
beginning to comein, and the humanitarian efforts are beginning to
really get into swing.”

To date, the general said, codlition forces have not discovered any
weapons of mass destruction, but that may change as the Iragi
people become free of the regime’s oppression.

continued on page5
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SergeantsMajor Coursepostponed, shortened

by Master Sgt. LisaHunter

FORT BLISS, Texas (Army News Service, March 27, 2003) - The
resident Sergeants Major Course, Class 54, dlated to start inAugust,
has been postponed to January because of current deployments.

The coursewill also be condensed to six monthsfromitsusual nine-
month curriculum, according to Lt. Col. John Kirby, assistant
commandant at the United StatesArmy Sergeants M ajor Academy.

“Thisisaone-time changeto accommodate all the soldierswho are
participating in Operation Iragi Freedom,” Kirby said. “Our folksin
the Directorate of Training and Doctrineare currently reworking the
program of instruction to accommodate the more condensed course
schedule.”

Prior to August 1995, the Sergeants Mgjor Course was six months,
but was extended to nine months after the Battle Staff
Noncommissioned Officer Course was added, said Sgt. Mgj. John
Wyche, the Deputy Chief of Staff G3 sergeant major.

The Battle Staff NCO Course is used to prepare staff sergeants
through sergeants major to serve in staff positions at battalion and

higher level. The course will be removed for Class 54, Wyche said.

Class54 starts Jan. 12, 2004 and runsthrough June 30. Students may
report asearly asDec. 1, and no later than Jan. 5. However, they are
authorized to move their families early to Fort Bliss. They can aso
request an exception to policy to retain housing at their current duty
station. The losing installation commander will be the approving
authority for those waivers.

“Affording students the opportunity to move their families early
gives them a chance to move into government housing, stabilize
exceptional family members and enroll children in school,” Kirby
explained. Children must be enrolled in El Paso schools by July 27,
in order to attend the first day of school, Aug. 19.

Deployed soldiers scheduled to attend the 17-day resident phase of
the Non-Resident Sergeants Maor Course June 7 - 20, will be
rescheduled to attend later this year. Those not deployed are still
dated to attend the June course.

(Editor’snote: Master Sgt. Lisa Hunter isthe public affairsNCO at
the Sergeants Major Academy, Fort Bliss.)

Marine Gen. Peter Pacedecries|ragi war crimescontinued

“What Pete Pace thinkswill probably happen,” hesaid, “isoncethe
people understand that Saddam redlly is finished, that he is gone,
and that there is a secure environment in which they can come
forward, they will start pointing out to us the places where he has
hidden these weapons in the past.”

How long thewar will last remains unclear, Pace said. Anyone who
tries to put atime line on the operation is only guessing.

“What we need to understand isthat we are six daysinto major land
combat,” he said. “We have already taken, wrested control, of a
major portion of Irag from the Iragi forces. Some days are going to
be better than others. It may go fast, it may go slow, but itisgoing to

A' u.s Mi nesvehicle guardsthe r fa convo of
supplies trucks heading north on the road to Baghdad, near
the city of Ad Diwaniyah, central Irag, Friday, March 28,

2003. (AP Photo/Laurent Rebours)

go, and we' re going to apply whatever power we need to get thisjob
done.”

The goal, he said, is to get rid of Saddam Hussein, get rid of his
regime, get rid of the weapons of mass destruction, and turn Irag
back over totheIragi people so that they can havetheir own form of
representative government.

“Saddam isgoing to be gone. How that’s going to happen, | couldn’t
predict,” he concluded.

| | .
Kurdish fighters travel to a frontline position abandoned by
Iragi forces near the town of Chamchamal March 28, 2003. Iragi
forces have retreated towards the nearby city of Kirkuk after
forward positions were bombarded by U.S. warplanes earlier

in the week. Reuters photo.
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Soldiers with the
Army’'s 173rd Airborne
Brigade go on patrol
after parachuting into
the city of Hariri in
northern Irag, a
friendly Kurdish
territory, in advance of
the opening of the
northern front. (LA
Times photo)

MyersspeakstoArab world viaAl Jazeeracontinued

weapons (and) do not have biological weapons,” he said. “So the
question that must be asked is why did this group of Fedayeen
Saddam and Ba' ath Party folks have 3,000 chemical and biological
protective suits?’

The Al Jazeera correspondent queried the chairman on the general
steps involved in protecting Iragi civilians and specifically about
the Baghdad market that the Iragi regime said was hit by coalition
bombs. Myerssaid U.S. Central Command did not have targets near
the area.

“We don’t know what caused that,” he said. “We will continue to
investigate to make sure, and if it was coalition forces, wewill admit
that.”

But Iragi forces also could have caused the tragedy. “Iragi forces
put their anti-aircraft forces in civilian neighborhoods — close to
mosques, close to schools — it’s entirely possible that the damage
was done by a surface-to- air missile that the Iragis were trying to
fire,” hesaid.

Myers stressed that coalition forces will stand by their principles
and do everything possible to spare civilians. “We have done this
with our targeting sofar,” hesaid. “Wedon' t know how many civilian
casualties or deaths, because we' re not on the ground. But we think
they arevery, very few.

“Our bombing hasbeen very precise. You hear that from Baghdad —
thelightsare on, the waterworks are running,” he said. “During the
day, it's pretty much life as usual in many neighborhoods.”

Myerssaid coditionforcesaretaking great careto only apply power
toregimeforcesthat areresisting. “| can guarantee you that we will
apply sufficient power to ensure that the end is never in doubt,” he
declared. “Infact | can assure you that we will win thiswar against
the Iragi regime—not thelragi people—and wewill disarm Irag.

“We still have a lot of tough fighting to do. We have not engaged
the Republican Guard divisions yet. That should come herein the
near future,” he continued.

The coalition military plan is essentially on track, the general said.
The number of coalition forces in Iraq continues to grow, and the
United States continuesto flow forcesinto the area. The 4th Infantry
Division from Fort Hood, Texas, is beginning its deployment to the
region.

Myers made a point that the coalition has more than 4,500 prisoners
of war. The International Federation of the Red Cross and Red
Crescentisdueto visit with Iragi POWstomorrow. He said wounded
POWSs have been cared for aboard the USNS Mercy.

“Wearetaking extraordinary care,” Myerssaid. “ They are under the
care of the best medical staff and doctors this country has. We
would only hopethat the Iragi regime would allow reciprocal visits
and the international Red Cross to the prisoners of war that they
hold so they can ascertain their conditions.”

The chairman would not estimate how long hostilitieswill last. “We
havetwo armored divisionsroughly within 50 to 60 miles of Baghdad
right now, aMarinedivisionthat’salittlebit further out,” hesaid. “I
can’t put precisetimelineson it, but we're satisfied all around.”
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U.S., South Korea preparefor chemlcal warfare

Story and photos by Franklin Fisher, Stars and Stripes

TAEGU, South Korea—Ask one platoon sergeant inaU.S. Army
chemical unitin South Koreahow histroops benefit by training with
their South Korean counterparts and he starts by talking about
blind dates.

“You ever been on ablind date?’ asked Sgt. 1st ClassWalter K oski
of 2nd Platoon, 267th Chemical Company, 23rd Chemical Battalion,
from Camp Carroll. “It'skind of likebein’ on ablind date. When the
balloon goes up, you don’t want to be comin’ out here and having a
blind date with the ROK Army.

“This way, when the chemicals come across the DMZ, we know
what the ROK Army is capable of, they know what we' re capable of.
We know their tactics, techniques and procedures, they know our
tactics, techniques and procedures.And if we haveto cometogether
to do ajoint decon, we can do that. We're not learning at the last
minute.”

The battalion’s main wartime job is decontaminating highways,
airfields, supply depots and other “fixed sites” the enemy might hit
with chemical agents. The troops would work closely with South
Korean Army chemical units, spraying down those areas with
decontaminants, especialy in awar’s early stages.

On Tuesday, about 30 members of the 267th Chemical Company
were on a South Korean Army installation in north Taegu with
soldiers from South Korea's 50th Homeland Reserve Division to
practice decontaminating vehicles and troops.

Under the afternoon’s mock-battle scenario, the enemy had fired
“WMD,” or weapons of mass destruction, hitting an important
roadway with chemical agents. The U.S. and South K orean chemical
troops had to move chemical trucksthrough the area, spraying water
to simulate decontaminants.

In the final phase, the troops moved to a separate “clean” area,
where the South Korean and U.S. trucks and troops were
decontaminated.

“1f the enemy usesWMD, these arethefolksthat are going to clean
it up,” said Lt. Cal. Bill Barnett, the 23rd Chemical Battalion’s
commanding officer.

“Our wartime mission is going to require us to work with Korean
units,” said Capt. Douglas Delp, the 267th Chemical Company’s
commanding officer.

One major benefit of these exercisesis an exchange of insights.

Koski, for example, picked up afew things Tuesday. When his unit
decontaminates vehicles, asoldier with ahose spraysfrom the bottom
of the vehicle and works up, eventually having to scale aladder to
get at itsupper parts. But the South Koreans set up ametal arch-like
rack fitted with spray nozzles at various points, some high enough
to cover the vehicles' tops.

And when the Americans decontaminate troops, the process ends

i~ On a South Korean
Army installation in
Taegu, South Korea,
Korean troops
practice
decontamination
techniques during day
of chemical warfare

~ training with their
_ counterpartsfromU.S
Army’s 23rd Chemical
Battalion.

Avehicle of the U.S. Army’'s 23rd Chemical Battalion goes
through a chemical decontamination point on a South Korean
Army installation in Taegu, South Korea. U.S. and South
Korean chemical troops joined for afternoon of mock chemical
warfare drill.

with the soldier still wearing the battle dressuniform, or BDUs. But
Koski saw that the South Koreans decontaminate soldiers al the
way to their underwear, with ashower to follow.

“Ours doesn’t extend that far so that might be something we might
want to look into,” Koski said.

Pvt. Tricortney Blandinisachemical operationsspecialistin Koski's
platoon. For her, the benefit was getting afirst-hand | ook at how her
unit would have to work chemical operationswith the South K oreans
inwartime.

“It's practice,” said Blandin. “Like if it realy happens in the rea
world, or they need us, we'll actually know how to do everything.”
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‘Bunker busters' fall on Baghdad tower

by David Crary

The biggest bombs dropped on Baghdad so far - two 4,700-pound
“bunker busters’ - struck a communications tower Friday in an
intense U.S. bombardment. In the south, British officers said Iragi
fighters defending the besieged city of Basrafired on hundreds of
civilianstryingtoflee.

TheBritish, who have encircled Basra, said their troopsweretrying
torescueand aid civilianswounded by the mortar and machine-gun
fire from paramilitaries loyal to Saddam Hussein. A young woman
badly wounded by shrapnel wasdrivento safety inaBritish vehicle,
according to reporters near the scene.

“Here perhaps are thefirst pieces of evidence of Iragi peopletrying
to break free... and clearly themilitiadon’t want that,” said Col. Chris
Vernon, aBritish spokesman.

British officers said soldiers from the 1st Black Watch battalion, in
Warrior armored fighting vehicles, weretrying to wedge themselves
between the militiafireand thetargeted civilians.

AtUmm Qasr, near Basra, thefirst ship arrived at the allied-controlled
port withrelief suppliesfor Iragi civilians. The Sir Galahad, aBritish
supply ship, carried 300 tons of water, sugar, beans, and flour.

Fighting raged across the south - including a battle at a cement
plantinwhichaU.S. Marinewaskilled - and ashowdown in central
Irag over Baghdad was clearly drawing closer. With a new front
opened by paratroopersinthenorth, U.S. forces are poised to move
on the capital from multiple directions.

Wary of engaging the better-armed allies in open desert warfare,
Saddam’s government has been goading them to send ground
troops into the city.

“The enemy must comeinside Baghdad, and that will beitsgrave,”
said Defense Minister Sultan HasidimAhem. “Wefeel that thiswar
must be prolonged so the enemy pays a high price.”

U.S. Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, briefing congressional
committees in Washington, suggested American troops might lay
siege to Baghdad rather than invade, in hopes its citizens would
rebel against the government. Rumsfeld drew comparisons with
Basra, where British troops have delayed an assault in hopes Iraqgi
defenders give up or are toppled by anti-Saddam civilians.

TheArmy’ s senior ground commander in Irag, Lt. Gen. William S.
Waellace of V Corps, told reporters of The New York Times and
Washington Post on Thursday that unexpected tactics by Iraqi
fightersand stretched supply lineswere slowing down the campaign.
“Theenemy we' refighting isdifferent from theonewe' d war-gamed
against,” the papers quoted Wallace as saying during a visit to the
101st Airborne Division headquartersin central Irag.

Brig. Gen. Vincent Brooks, at the daily briefing at U.S. Central
Command in Qatar, insisted U.S. war planners had not underestimated
Iragi fighting capabilities, but said unexpected devel opments were
inevitablein any war. He accused the Iragis of using “terrorist death
squads’ who changed in and out of civilian clothes.

continued on page 13

Pentagon dedicates 9-11 memorial corridor

WASHINGTON (Army News Service, March 27, 2003) —At theend
of the Pentagon’s 4th corridor isahallway display full of memories
and shattered dreams.

The corridor and adjacent wedge was destroyed on Sept. 11, 2001
whenAmerican flight 77 crashed into the Pentagon that morning.

Now rebuilt, work was completed last week on an attack corridor
memorial, now located on the second floor.

Closetothedisplay arethe offices of Martha Carden and other G-1
personnel who survived the attack. Carden has worked for in the
Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel, now G-1, since
1934.

“ Someone asked me how | feel having the display right outside my
door. | thought about it for amoment and told him that these were
my friendswho are alwaysin my heart. | like having them there.”

The display background is 962 pounds of Pentagon limestone, 2
inches thick. With a superimposed acrylic fagade with “United in
memory ... United in Freedom

Memorial coins, and photos and names of all 29 members of those
killed during the Pentagon attack from the office of Assistant

Secretary of the Army (Manpower and Reserve Affairs) and
DCSPER.

A Pentagon-shaped dedication plague reads:

“Near this spot on September 11, 2001, the offices of the Assistant
Secretary of theArmy for Manpower and ReserveAffairsand Deputy
Chief of Staff for Personnel endured a horrific attack by terrorists
using ahijacked plane ... changing our livesforever.

These 29 friends, coworkers and loved ones paid the ultimate price
for their Army and Nation. We will forever mourn their loss and
celebratetheir lives.

Our memories of their devotion and sacrifice will remain with us
always - as we, the survivors, soldier on for this great Army and
Nation.”

“For our survivorsand current membersof theM&RA / G-1 family,
it serves asasymbol of resolve, reminding us of the importance of
our mission and its potential cost,” said Lt. Gen. John Le Moyne,
theArmy G-1. “Thememorial isasymbol that the M& RA and G-1
familieswill never forget how they were affected that tragic day 18
months ago.”
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President Bush, Prime Minister Blair hold press
availability - Camp David, Maryland

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you al. It's my honor to welcome my
friend and Prime Minister of Great Britain, Tony Blair, back to Camp
David. America has learned a lot about Tony Blair over the last
weeks. We've learned that he's a man of his word. We' ve learned
that he's a man of courage, that he's a man of vision. And we're
proud to have him as afriend.

The United States and United
Kingdom are acting together in
anoble purpose. We' reworking
together to maketheworld more
peaceful; we're working
together to make our respective
nations and all the free nations
of the world more secure; and
we're working to free the Iraqgi
people.

British, American, Australian,
Polish and other coalition
troops are sharing the duties of
this war, and we're sharing the
sacrifices of thiswar. Together,
coalition forces are advancing
day by day, in steady progress,
against the enemy. Slowly, but surely, the grip of terror around the
throats of the Iragi peopleis being loosened.

We appreciate the bravery, the professionalism of the British troops,
and all codlition troops. Together we have lost people, and the
American people offer their prayersto the loved ones of the British
fallen, just as we offer our prayers to the loved ones of our own
troops who have fallen.

We're now engaging the dictator’s most hardened and most
desperate units. The campaign ahead will demand further courage
and require further sacrifice. Yet we know the outcome: Iraq will be
disarmed; the Iragi regime will be ended; and the long-suffering
Iragi peoplewill befree.

In decades of oppression, the Iragi regime has sought to instill the
habits of fear inthedaily lives of millions; yet, soon, the Iragiswill
have the confidence of afree people. Our coalition will stand with
the citizens of Irag in the challenges ahead. We are prepared to
deliver humanitarian aid on alarge scale — and as amatter of fact,
are beginning to do so as we speak.

Today the Prime Minister and | aso urge the United Nations to
immediately resume the oil-for-food program. More than half the
Iragi people depend on this program as their sole source of food.
This urgent humanitarian issue must not be politicized, and the
Security Council should give Secretary General Annan the authority
to start getting food supplies to those most in need of assistance.

As we address the immediate suffering of the Iragi people, we're
also committed to helping them over the long-term. Irag’s greatest
long-term need is a representative government that protects the
rights of al Iragis. The form of this government will be chosen by
thelragi people, not imposed by outsiders. And the Prime Minister
and | are confident that a free
Irag will beasuccessful nation.

History requires more of our
coalition than a defeat of a
terrible danger. 1 see an
opportunity, as does Prime
Minister Blair, to bring renewed
hope and progress to the entire
Middle East. Last June 24th, |
outlined a vision of two states,
Israel and Palestineliving side-
by-side in peace and security.
Soon, we'll releasetheroad map
that isdesigned to help turn that
vision into reality. And both
America and Great Britain are
strongly committed to
implementing that road map.

For nearly acentury, the United States and Great Britain have been
alliesin the defense of liberty. We' ve opposed all the great threats
to peace and security in the world. We shared in the costly and
heroic struggle against Nazism. We shared the resolve and moral
purpose of the Cold War. In every challenge, we've applied the
combined power of our nations to the cause of justice, and we're
doing the sametoday. Our alianceisstrong, our resolveisfirm, and
our missionwill be achieved.

Mr. PrimeMinister.

PRIME MINISTER BLAIR: Thank you, Mr. President, and thank
you for your welcome. Thank you for your strength and for your
leadership at thistime. And | believethealliance between the United
States and Great Britain has never been in better or stronger shape.

Can| aso offer theAmerican people, on behalf of the British people,
our condolences, our sympathy, our prayers for the lives of those
who have fallen in this conflict, just as we have offered the
condolence, the sympathy, and the prayers to the families of our
own British servicemen.

Just under aweek into this conflict, let me restate our complete and
total resolve, Saddam Hussein and hishateful regimewill beremoved
from power. Iraq will be disarmed of weapons of mass destruction,
and the Iragi peoplewill befree. That isour commitment, that isour

continued on page 10
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determination, and wewill seeit done.

We had this morning a presentation of the latest military situation,
which shows already the progress that has been made. It's worth
just recappingit, | think, for amoment. Inlessthan aweek, we have
secured the southern oil fields and facilities, and so protected that
resource and wealth for the Iragi people and avoided ecological
disaster. We've disabled Irag’'s
ability to launch external
aggression from the west.

Our forcesarenow within 50 miles
of Baghdad. They’ ve surrounded
Basra. They've secured the key
port of Umm Qasr. They’ ve paved
the way for humanitarian aid to
flow into the country. And they
brought real damage on Irag's
command and control. So we can
be confident that the goals that
we have set ourselveswill be met.

| would like to pay tribute to the
professionalism and integrity of
our forcesand those of the United
States of America, our other
coalition alies, and to say how their professionalism, aswell astheir
skill and their bravery, stands in sharp contrast to the brutality of
Saddam’sregime.

Day by day, we have seen the reality of Saddam’s regime — his
thugs prepared to kill their own peopl e; the parading of prisoners of
war; and now, the release of those pictures of executed British
soldiers. If anyone needed any further evidence of the depravity of
Saddam’sregime, thisatrocity providesit. It isyet one moreflagrant
breach of all the proper conventions of war. More than that, to the
families of the soldiers involved, it is an act of cruelty beyond
comprehension. Indeed, it is beyond the comprehension of anyone
with an ounce of humanity in their souls.

On behalf of the British government, | would like to offer my
condolences particularly to the family and the friends of those two
brave young men who died in the service of their country, and to the
ordinary Iragi people, to whom we are determined to bring a better
future.

The future of the Iragi people is one reason why much of our
discussion has focused on humanitarian issues. Again, here we
havethe ship, the Sir Galahad, |oaded with tons of supplies destined
for the people of Irag. The other immediate humanitarian priority is
to restart the U.N. oil-for-food program, which the President and |
discussed, and which | will be discussing with Kofi Annan later this
evening. And thisis urgent.

We also discussed the post-conflict issues. Contrary to alot of the
comment on this, the position is exactly as the President and | set
out in the Azores — namely, that we will work with the U.N., our

allies and partners and bilateral donors. We will seek new U.N.
Security Council resolutionsto affirm Iraq’'sterritorial integrity, to
ensure rapid delivery of humanitarian relief, and endorse an
appropriate post-conflict administration for Irag.

But let me emphasi ze once again that our primary focusnow is, and
must be, the military victory, which wewill prosecute with the utmost
vigor. And the immediate priority
for the United Nations is, as the
President wasindicating amoment
or two ago, the oil-for-food
program.

In addition, as has just been said
to you, we had an excellent
discussion of theMiddle East, and
we both share a complete
determination to move this
forward. It is, indeed, often
overlooked that President Bushis
thefirst U.S. President publicly to
commit himself to a two-state
solution, an Israel confident of its
security and a viable Palestinian
state. And | welcomethe decision
announced recently to publish the
road map as soon as the confirmation of the new Palestinian Prime
Minister is properly administered.

Finaly, | would just like to say this: | think it isimportant that we
recognize at thistimethat the goalsthat we are fighting for are just
goals. Whatever the difficulty of war, let usjust remember thisisa
regime that has brutalized its people for well over two decades. Of
course, there will be people fiercely loyal to that regime who will
fight all theway; they have no option. But | have no doubt at all that
the vast mgjority of ordinary Iragi people are desperate for a better
and different future, for Irag to be free, for its government to be
representative of its people, for the human rights of the peopleto be
cared for.

Andthat iswhy, though, of course, our aimistorid Irag of weapons
of massdestruction and make our world more secure. Thejustice of
our cause liesin the liberation of the Iragi people. And to them we
say, wewill liberate you. The day of your freedom draws near.

THE PRESIDENT: We' || taketwo questionsaside. Wewould hope
that you would respect asking one question per question.

Fournier.

Q That, of cour se, means| can ask each leader onequestion.
THE PRESIDENT: No, it does not mean that. Of course, you will
anyway, but —

continued on page 11
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Q Yes, sir.

First toyou, Mr. PrimeMinister. Briefly, Secretary Powell said
yester day that theU.N. should havearolein postwar | raq, but that
theUnited Statesshould haveasignificant, dominating control of
post-Saddam I raq. How will that kind of talk play in Eur ope?

And, Mr. President, can you help meunder stand thetiming of this
war ?You talked yesterday that it will be— we'refar from over.
Today you said, it’sgoing owly, but surely we rewor king our way
toour end goal. Given that theresstancehasbeen asstrongasit’s
beeninthesouth, and that wehavewhat you call themost har dened,
most desper atefor cesstill ar ound Baghdad, areweto assumethat
thisisgoingtolast — could last monthsand not weeks— and not
days?

THE PRESIDENT: I'll answer that question very quickly and then
get to his. However long it takesto win. That's—

Q —takemonths?

THE PRESIDENT: However long it takesto achieve our objective.
And that’simportant for you to know, theAmerican peopleto know,
our aliesto know, and the Iraqgi people to know.

Q It could bemonths?

THE PRESIDENT: However longit takes. That’ sthe answer to your
guestion and that's what you've got to know. It isn’'t a matter of
timetable, it's amatter of victory. And the Iragi people have got to
know that, see. They’ ve got to know that they will be liberated and
Saddam Hussein will be removed, no matter how long it takes.

Go ahead.

PRIME MINISTER BLAIR: InrelationtotheUnited Nations, there's
no doubt at all that the United Nations has got to be closely involved
in this process. That's not just right; it's in everyone's interest that
it happens. All I'm saying to peopleis, the focus — the immediate
focus has got to be on the oil-for-food program, because that is
thing we need to get sorted out with the United Nations literally in
the next few days.

Now, after that istheissue of the post-conflict administration, where,
aswe said in our Azores statement, it’ simportant there, again, that
the U.N. isinvolved, and that any post-conflict administration in
Iraq isendorsed by it.

But there are huge numbers of detailsto be discussed with our allies
as to exactly how that is going to work — and also, the conflict is
not yet over, wearestill intheconflict. Sowewill carry on discussing
that with the U.N., with other allies. But | think that isbest donein
those discussions without trying to do it by discussion through the
press conference or through megaphone diplomacy.

But, about therole of the U.N. and the basis of the principleswe set
out in theAzores Summit, thereissimply no differenceat all there.
But there are ahuge amount of detailsasto exactly how that isto be

implemented that have to be a matter of discussion, and also, a
matter of areflection of thereality that we will face when we get to
the point of post-conflict.

Q—of theBBC. For both leaders,if | may. We, all of us, noted quite
ashiftinemphasisover thelast few daysfrom ahopethat thiscould
beover very, very quickly, tothemilitary in both countriesbriefing
about months. My question isreally, why doyou think that shift has
taken place? Did weunder estimatethescale of I raqi resistance?
Hasit been theweather ? Hasit been poor adviceat thebeginning of
thecampaign, or isit amilitary question?

PRIME MINISTER BLAIR: Well, you know, in the previoustwo
campaignsinwhich I’ ve beeninvolved — K osovo and Afghanistan
— you reach this particular point where people start asking — ask
us to speculate on exactly how much time it takes to get the job
done. Theimportant thing isthe job will be done. Thereisno point
in entering into a speculation of how long it takes except to say we
have been, | think, just under aweek into this conflict. Now, because
of the way it's reported, you’'ve got this constant 24-hours-a-day
media, it may seem to peoplethat it'salot longer than just under a
week. But actually, it'sjust under aweek.And injust under aweek,
there is a massive amount that has already been achieved. | mean,
after all, coalition forcesarewithin 50 miles of Baghdad, the southern
oil fieldsare secured, thewest i s protected from external aggression,
we' ve got forces going into the north.

Now, wewill carry onuntil thejob isdone. But thereisabsolutely no
point, in my view, of trying to set a time limit or speculate on it,
because it's not set by time, it's set by the nature of the job. All |
would do, though, is point out to you that within those six or seven
days, actually an enormous amount has already been achieved.

| think it’s also important just to make one other point, whichiswe
have very deliberately wanted to do thisin away that protects the
future of the Iragi people, too. And that’s one reason why we went
immediately in to secure the oil installations in the south. If we
weren't ableto do that, then the prospects of the Iragi peoplefor the
future would be blighted. That’swhy the air campaign has targeted
very, very specifically, as precisely as we possibly can, military
command and control, the aspectsof Saddam’sregime, not thecivilian
population.

So we're doing this in the way that we set it out to achieve our
objectives. We will achieve our objectives.

THE PRESIDENT: | have nothing moreto add to that.
Randy.

Q Mr. President, you've raised the possibility of holding Iragis
accountablefor war crimes. I’m wondering if now if you could
describewhat war crimesyou think they’ vecommitted todate. And
secondly, sir, should thel ragisbeprepared for U.S. retaliation with
nuclear weaponsif they wer etoattack coalition for ceswith weapons

continued on page 12
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of massdestruction?

THE PRESIDENT: You heard the Prime Minister eloquently talk
about theloss of Britishlife. They were murdered, unarmed soldiers
executed. | mean, that'sawar crime. But, you know, I’ m not surprised.
This man, Saddam Hussein, has tortured and brutalized his people
for along, longtime.

We had reports the other day of adissident who had his tongue cut
out and was tied to the stake in the town square, and he bled to
death. That's how Saddam Hussein retains power.

Hissonsarebrutal, brutal people. They’rebarbaricin nature. Sol'm
not surprised he's committing crimes against our soldiers. I'm not
surprised to hear stories about his thugs killing their own citizens
and trying to blameit on coalition forces. I" m not surprised to know
that regular army forces are trying to desert, but get blown away by
fellow Iragi citizens. I’'m not surprised, because the nature of the
man who has run the country for along period of time.

If he uses weapons of mass destruction, that will just prove our
case. And we will deal with it. We've got one objective in mind:
That'svictory. And we'll achievevictory.

Q—(inaudible) —

THE PRESIDENT: Well, they’ ve been sent amessagein thiswar,
too, in that if you launch a weapon of mass destruction, you'll be
triedasawar criminal. And | urgethoselragi generalswho haveany
doubt of our word to be careful, because we' Il keep our word. We're
going to keep our word to the Iragi people and we' Il keep our word
tothosewar criminalsinlraqg.

QI'd liketo break therule, because | don’t think we know the
detailsof why you'reusingthisword “ executed” about theBritish
servicemen. | would likeif you could explain that.

But could | ask you both — you both talked about thehistory, the
justness of the cause that you believethat thiswar is. Why isit
then, that if you goback tothat history, if you goback over thelast
century or, indeed, recent conflictsin your political careers, you
havenot got thesupport of peoplewho havebeen firm allies, likethe
French, likethe Germans, liketheTurkish?Why haven't you got
their support?

THE PRESIDENT: We' ve got ahuge coalition.Asamatter of fact,
thecoalitionthat we' ve assembled today islarger than one assembled
in 1991 in terms of the number of nations participating. I'm very
pleased with the size of our coalition.

| was down yesterday at CENTCOM and met with many of the
generalsfrom the countries represented in our coalition, and they're
proud to be side-by-side with our alies. Thisisavast coalition that
believesin our cause, and I’ m proud of their participation.

Q They’renot Western allies.Why not?

THE PRESIDENT: We have plenty of Western allies. We' ve got —

| mean, we can give you thelist. Ally after aly after ally has stood
with usand continuesto stand with us.And we are extremely proud
of their participation.

PRIME MINISTER BLAIR: Canl —inréelationto our soldiers, the
reason | used the language | did was because of the circumstances
that we know.

And thereason why | think it isimportant to recognize the strength
of our aliance— yes, there are countriesthat disagree with what we
aredoing. | mean, there'sno point in hiding it; there’ sbeen adivision.
And you obviously haveto take and go and ask those other countries
why they’re not with us, and they will give you the reasons why
they disagree. But | think what isimportant isto bear in mind two
things. First of al, there are animmense number of countriesthat do
agreewith us. | mean, | hear people constantly say to me, Europeis
against what you' redoing. That isnot true. Thereisapart of Europe
that isagainst what we are doing. There are many existing members
of the European Union, and virtually al the new members of the
European Union, that strongly support what we are doing. So there
isadivision, but we have many allies.

And the second point I'd makeisthis, that | understand why people
hesitate before committing to conflict and towar. War isabrutal and
abloody business. But we arefaced with the situation where Saddam
Hussein has been given 12 yearsto disarm voluntarily of weapons
of mass destruction, that the whole of the international community
accepts is a threat, and he has not done so. Instead, what we have
had is 12 years in which he has remained in power with these
weapons intact and brutalized his own people.

Now, wefelt we had cometo the point whereif wewanted to take a
stand against what | believe to be the dominant security threat of
our time— which isthe combination of weapons of massdestruction
in the hands of unstable, repressive states and terrorist groups — if
we wanted to take a stand, then we had to act. And we went through
the diplomatic process. We tried to make the diplomatic process
work, but we weren’t able to do so.

And the other reason why | think it is important that we act, and
why, indeed, we have many, many allies, isbecause people do know
that thisis abrutal regime. That is not the reason for us initiating
thisaction — that isin relation to weapons of mass destruction. But
it isareason why, if we do so, aswe are doing, we do so in the full
knowledge that we are, indeed, going to bring abetter futurefor the

Iragi people.

And if you just want one statistic — although statistics I'm afraid
never have the same emotional appeal as pictures, but we don’t see
these pictures of what has happened in Iraq in the past — but just
one statistic: Over the past five years, 400,000 Iragi children under
the age of five died of malnutrition and disease, preventively, but
died because of the nature of the regime under which they areliving.
Now, that iswhy we' re acting.

continued on page 13



‘Bunker busters fall on Baghdad tower continued

Brooks also said U.S. and British troops were expanding TV and
radio broadcasts in Irag, including Baghdad, aimed at reassuring
civilians and encouraging soldiersto capitul ate.

In one of the areas where resistance has been unexpectedly tough,
U.S. Marinesand Iragi forcesexchanged tank and artillery fire Friday
in the strategic southern city of An Nasiriyah. Severa buildings,
including the power plant, were ablaze.

An Nasiriyah, on the Euphrates River near ajunction of roads that
lead from Kuwait to Baghdad, has been the scene of some of the
fiercest fighting of thewar.

Near the south-central city of Ad Diwaniyah, one Marinewaskilled
and another injured in fighting with Iragi irregulars at acement plant
inwhat one Marineofficer, Lt. Col. B.P. McCoy, described as* blue-
collar warfare.” Two other Marineswere killed when avehicle ran
them over whilethey slept.

In Baghdad, smoke drifted across the city - from fires started by
authoritiesto conceal targets as well asfrom sites struck overnight
in one of the heaviest alied air assaults of the war.

U.S. officials said bombs and Tomahawk missiles struck several
communications and command-and-control facilities in the city,
including the tower hit by two “bunker-busters’ dropped from aB-
2 bomber. One of Baghdad's main telephone exchanges - a seven-
story building - was hit and gutted, but phoneswereworking Friday
in many parts of the city.

President Bush, PrimeMinister Blair hold press
availability - Camp David, M aryland continued

And, yes, there are divisionsin the international community. There
are many people on our side, there are those that oppose us. But
thatisfor us, I'mafraid —

Q—whydothey —

PRIME MINISTER BLAIR: Well, I'mafraid,Adam, that isaquestion
to ask to other people, aswell asto us. All | cantell youiswhy we
are acting and why we believe our cause to be just. And, yes, at the
end of thiswhole process, we need to go back over it and ask why
this has happened. But | simply say to you that if the world walks
away from the security threat facing us, and if we back down and
take no action against Saddam, think of the signal that would have
sent right acrosstheworld to every brutal dictator, to every terrorist

group.

Now, we believethat we had to act. Othershave disagreed. As| say,
at some point, wewill have to come back and we' [l have to discuss
how the disagreement arose. But | have no doubt that we' re doing
theright thing. | have no doubt that our causeisjust, and | have no
doubt that, were we to walk away from this conflict at thistime, we
would be doing a huge disservice to future generations.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all.
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received from British Royal Marines on the streets of Umm Qasr,
southern Iraq, Tuesday, March 25, 2003. United Nations
Security Council members were expected to formally adopt
Friday, March 28, 2003, the draft resolution restarting the oil-
for-food programin Iraqg, that uses Baghdad'd oil revenues for
food and medical supplies. (AP Photo/Jon Mills, pool)

Iragi Information Minister Mohammed Saeed a Sahhaf told reporters
that 75 civilians had been killed and 290 wounded in U.S. and British
bombardments overnight, including seven deaths in Baghdad. He
also said Iragi forces destroyed or damaged several alied vehicles
and killed four soldiersin an attack on a convoy near Najaf, less
than 100 miles south of Baghdad.

Sahhaf rejected allied contentionsthat I rag planned to use chemical
weapons - speculation that arose after advancing forces found
chemical weapons protective suits and gas masks left behind by
retreating soldiers. Sahhaf said having such equipment is standard
for any army.

Iragi state TV broadcast asermon by clericAbdel-Ghafour Al-Quisi;
aKalashnikov rifle was seen resting against the pulpit. “May God
install terror in the hearts of our enemies,” he said.

Ninedaysinto thewar, Pentagon officials said close to 90,000 U.S.
troopswerein Irag, with 100,000 to 120,000 more on theway. Some
will bedeployed in northern Irag, joining 1,000 airbornetroopswho
parachuted in Wednesday night to secure an airfield.

A paramount U.S. objectivein the north isto seize the valuable ail
fieldsnear the city of Kirkuk, about 80 milesfrom theairdrop site.

Russian President Vladimir Putin described thewar Friday asathreat
to global stability and the most serious crisis since the end of the
Cold War. He called for an end to the fighting, and resumption of
U.N. effortsto forgeapolitical settlement.
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U.S.: Iragi fighters not underestimated

by NicoleWinfield

CAMPAS SAYLIYAH, Qatar (AP) - The U.S. Central Command
denied Friday that it had underestimated Iraq’s fighting ability but
acknowledged that battlefield commanders may be seeing a“more
precise” reality of resistance than headquarters.

There hasbeen strong resistance by Iraqi paramilitary forcesasU.S.
troops have moved north from Kuwait toward Baghdad. American
forces sought at first to bypass towns in the south in the drive to
reachthelraqi capital quickly but have had to slow their advanceto
root out enemy fighters.

Brig. Gen.Vincent Brookssaid Iragi paramilitary fighters, known as
Saddam’s Fedayeen, have changed in and out of uniform, used
civilians - including children - as human shields and were forcing
Iragi regular troops to fight on threats of death.

“Our enemy always hasavotein how the circumstancesgo. | don’t
think that we have necessarily underestimated (the enemy). No one
can ever predict how battle will unfold,” he said.

TheArmy’s senior ground commander in Irag, Lt. Gen. William S.
Wallace of V Corps, told The New York Times and TheWashington
Post on Thursday that unexpected tactics by Iragi fighters and
stretched supply lines were slowing down the campaign.

“The enemy we're fighting is a bit different than the one we war-
gamed against because of these paramilitary forces. We knew they
were here, but we did not know how they would fight,” Wallace
said.

Brooks acknowledged that those “closer to the line” may have a
different view of the situation than Central Command but stressed
that “ at the operational level, with what we seek to achieve, it remains
unchanged.”

“It'sadifferent view down on planet Earth, if you will. Asyou get
closer to the line, the more precise the realities are, and we take all
this into account from all our commanders throughout the theater
before making decisions to proceed,” he said.

He gave an update on where U.S. forces were and what they had
accomplished overnight: Special Operationsaircraft destroyed two
paramilitary headquartersin An Nasiriyah, site of ongoing clashes
for several days, he said.

He acknowledged troops were farther to the east than Central
Command has previously announced, saying the 1st Marine
Expeditionary Force had advanced beyond Qal’ at Sukkar, about 170
miles southeast of the capital.

He also acknowledged troops weren’t necessarily pressing the
advance farther but had “ consolidated territory gained over the last
several days and conducted active security operations to eliminate
identified terrorist death squads.”

Finally, hesaidV Corps, which defeated paramilitary attacks north

of Najaf, “continues to shape the battlefield for future operations.”

Brookssaid 12Ababil-100 missileshad been fired from Iraqto Kuwait
sincethewar started and that all had been intercepted by U.S. Patriot
missile batteries. He said coalition aircraft had destroyed a number
of launchers and showed a video of one being hit near the central
Iragi town of Karbala.

The Ababil-100 missile is a truck-mounted multiple rocket launch
system with afour-round capability. Each rocket fired by theAbabil
reportedly carries a warhead capable of dispensing 300 anti-tank
bombletsand 25 anti-tank minelets. It isdesigned to have arange of
81 milesto 87 miles, well below the limit set by the United Nations
after the 1991 Gulf Wer.

Brooks said preliminary orders had been issued to Iragi forces for
the possible use of chemical weapons, but indicated the assessment
was based on prewar intelligence and the recent finds of chemical
suits, gas masks and other materials against chemical attack.

“We have seen indications through a variety of sources and
reporting means that first orders have been given that a certain
point chemical weapons may be used,” Brooks said.

He said earlier reports suggested there might be “trigger lines’ -
points near Baghdad, which if crossed by coalition troops, could
prompt chemical attack.

Brooks said forces have discovered evidence suggesting Iragi
troops have moved chemical weapons south from Baghdad.

“1 have not seen anything that says an order hasbeen giventofire,”
Brookssaid.

Central Command has previously reported that gas masks, chemical
suits and nerve gas antidotes have been found in captured Iraqgi
position, including a hospital near An Nasiriyah.

g e
w

Corporal Nick Chapple, of RAF 51 Squadron, hands out
his own rations to Iragi children in a village near Basra,
Thursday March 27, 2003. (AP Photo/James Vellacott,
Pool)
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Coalition launches new Afghan air and ground offensive

BAGRAM,Afghanistan (AP) - U.S.-led forces have begun anew air
and ground offensive in northeastern Afghanistan against rebels of
the ousted Taliban regime and their al-Qaidaallies, the military said
Friday.

A statement from BagramAir Base said Operation Desert Lionwas
launched Thursday with an air assault in the Kohe Safi mountains.
It did not specify the targets or say if any were hit.

Ground troops of the 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, acting on
atip fromlocal informants, uncovered two arms caches, including
rockets and ammunition for mortars, recoilless rifles and machine

WWW.
goor dnance.
apg.army.mil

LONG GRAY LINE —U.S Air
Force C-17 Globemaster I1Isline
up in formation and wait to
transport U.S. Army and Air Force
personnel forward froman air
base in Europe in support of
Operation Iraqgi Freedom. U.S. Air
Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Sephen

guns, the military said.

Operation Desert Lion was being conducted simultaneously with
another offensivein the southern mountains, OperationValiant Strike,
now in its second week. Several people have been arrested and
large quantities of weapons recovered in that operation.

Military spokesmen have said operations in Afghanistan were not
linked to eventsin Irag. But the timing of the multi-phased action
could be seen as demonstrating that the war in the gulf was not
distracting or hindering the thousands of coalition forces in
Afghanistan.

Faulisi

Know when to seek help

Facing awar and the continuing threat of terrorism, Americans
are experiencing many powerful emotions, mental health
experts report. Everyone reacts differently and each person has
hisor her own tolerance level for worrisome conditions.

Here are some suggestions from the National Mental Health
Association about what are common responses in such times
and when to consider counseling.

Some feelings, though possibly unpleasant, are considered
common when peopl e experience particularly trying times:

* Disbelief and shock.

» Fear and anxiety about the future.

» Disorientation — difficulty making decisionsor
concentrating.

* Inability to focus.

* Apathy and emotional humbing.

o [rritability and anger.

* Sadness and depression.

* Feeling powerless.

* Extreme changesin eating patterns — loss of appetite or
overeating.

Some signs can indicate you could benefit from the new
coping strategies counseling might provide. These include:

* Nightmares and reoccurring thoughts about war or a
traumatic event.
» Being unable to stop thinking about the war or atraumatic

event.

* Avoiding thoughts, feelings or conversations that remind
you of atraumatic event.

* Avoiding places or people that remind you of atraumatic
event.

 Having a sense of a foreshortened future.

» Continued difficulty falling asleep or staying asleep.

* Feeling jumpy or easily startled.

* Being overly concerned about safety.

* Feeling guilty, worthless or hopeless.

 Having thoughts of death or suicide.

Some hel pful techniquesfor dealing with challenging times
include:

e Talk about it.

» Take care of yourself. Get plenty of rest and exercise, avoid
excessive drinking and eat properly. Avoid foods that are high
incaloriesand fat.

e Limit exposureto images of thewar.

Do something positive. Give blood, prepare “ care packages”
for peopleinthemilitary, writelettersto servicemembers.

» Ask for help. Asking for help is not asign of weakness. Talk
with atrusted relative, friend or spiritual advisor. If you want
professional help, call your base medical facility or family and
community services organization.

Moreinformation isavailable on the National Mental Health
Association Web site: www.nmha.org
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Bomb threat shuts down Army depot in Ger many

by Rick Scavetta, Stars and Stripes

GERMERSHEIM, Germany —A bomb threat halted work Thursday
at the GermersheimArmy Depot, where military and civilianlogistics
personnel pack and ship food, water, and supplies for deployed
troops.

About 10:30 am., aGerman man phoned aU.S. operator in Heidelberg
saying abomb had been planted at the depot, said Lt. Col. Richard
Karlsson, the 411th Base Support Battalion provost marshal.

Military police and bomb-sniffing dogs arrived to clear and check
buildings. All employeeswere evacuated from the base.

The base, about 15 miles southwest of Heidelberg, has warehouses
for the Defense L ogi sticsAgency, the Defense Commissary Agency
andthe U.S. State Department.

For severd hours, German soldiersfrom the 2nd Battery, 52nd Rocket

Artillery Battalion from Hermeskeil lined the base perimeter while
military and civilian workerswaited outside the gate.

Many workerswere frustrated that they could not get back to work,
saying they felt their work supplying the troops is vital during
Operation Iragi Freedom.

About 100 workersfor Defense Distribution Depot Europe were on
duty packing field rations when they were told to evacuate, said
Karin Flagler, the depot’ sacting division chief.

“Wefell behind withthework,” Flagler said. “We hopeto get caught
up tomorrow.”

By 1:30 p.m., most of theworkerswere sent home. Only supervisors
returned on base, once local military police cleared their buildings.
Shortly after, military police gavetheall clear, Karlsson said.

Iragi TV shows Saddam meeting germ warfare expert

WASHINGTON (CNN) — Iraqi TV broadcast footageThursday of
Saddam Hussein meeting with anumber of officials, including one
of Iraq’'stop experts on germ warfare.

Dr. HudaAmmash, asenior Baath party official, played akey rolein
rebuilding Irag’s surreptitious biological weapons program in the
mid-1990s, U.S. intelligence officialssaid.

Thetelevised meeting could have been designed to send amessage
that Saddam’s regime might be planning to use weapons of mass
destruction, “or it could just be an old tape they decided to play for
some other reason,” one official said.

Believed to be in her mid-40s, Ammash earned a doctorate in
microbiology fromthe University of Missouri in 1983, officialssaid.

Ammash is the daughter of one of the leaders of the coup that
brought the Iragi Baath party to power in 1968. Her father died under
mysterious circumstances; there were reports that Saddam ordered
his death.

U.S. officialssaid they were unsure whether the tape played Thursday
was of ameeting conducted sincethewar started or an older meeting.

A U.S Marine with
3rd Batt., 7th Ma-
rines, 1st Marine
Division, guards a
highway south of
Baghdad, Irag on

Thursday, March 27,
2003. (AP Photo/
Laura Rauch)




Rumsfeld war nsSyriaon military shipmentscontinued

would have to be considered combatants. And therefore we're
suggesting they not interfere,” Rumsfeld said.

“They are Iragis....They have been housed in Iran, armed by Iran,
sponsored by Iran,” Rumsfeld said. “Gen. Franks and the coalition
countries are busy, they’ve got a complicated task. We'd prefer it
not be made more difficult by the neighbors.”

Rumsfeld and Myers briefed asAmerica’s battle plan for Baghdad
wastaking shape, with U.S. forcesnow in position to strikethe I ragi
capital from nearly all sides- or to mount asiegeand wait for Saddam
Hussein'sregimeto fall to internal opposition.

Myers said that Republican Guard units defending the city are“ dug
in.”

“They could be consolidating to make a defense. It doesn’t make
any difference. The outcome is certain,” said the Joint Chiefs
chairman.

The Bush administration’s accusations against Syria follow
complaintsthat Russiahad sold anti-tank guided missiles, jamming
devices and night-vision goggles to Irag.

The administration has faulted the Russian government for lack of
oversight of Russian firms and for not interdicting the shipments.
Russian President Vladimir Putin has denied the allegations.

It wasnot immediately clear if U.S. officialswere suggesting that the
night-vision gogglesarriving via Syriawere Russian-made.

When asked if the shipments from Syria were “ state sponsored,”
Rumsfeld said he wouldn’t answer because “it's an intelligence
issue.”

SRl B Dl

Hackers replaced the English-language Web site for Arab
satellite television network Al-Jazeera with a U.S. flag and
the message “ Let Freedom Ring” as seen in this image taken
fom a computer Thursday, March 27, 2003. Calling
themselves the “ Freedom Cyber Force Militia,” the hackers
briefly hijacked Internet traffic destined for Al-Jazeera’'s \Web
site and to a different \Web page on computers operated by
Networld Connections Inc., an Internet provider in Salt
Lake City. (AP Photo)
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“They control their border,” he added. “We're hoping that kind of
thing doesn’t happen.”

As sporadic battles raged between American infantry and defiant
Iragi troops and paramilitary guerrillas, more armor and at least
100,000reinforcing U.S. and alied troops are on their way to join the
coalition force over the next few weeks.

Intheinterim, theAmerican game planissimple: bombs, bombsand
more bombs.

TheArmy’s senior ground commander in Irag, Lt. Gen. William S.
Wallace of V Corps, told reporters of The New York Timesand The
Washington Post on Thursday that unexpected tactics by Iraqi
fightersand stretched supply lineswere slowing down the campaign.
“Theenemy we' refighting isdifferent from theonewe' d war-gamed
against,” the papers quoted Wallace as saying during a visit to the
101st Airborne Division headquartersin central Irag.

Brig. Gen. Vincent Brooks, at the daily briefing at U.S. Central
Command in Qatar, insisted U.S. war plannershad not underestimated
Iragi fighting capabilities, but said unexpected devel opments were
inevitablein any war. He accused the Iragis of using “terrorist death
squads’ who changed in and out of civilian clothes.

Meanwhile, a U.S. official involved in military planning and
intelligence said Iragi troops have been spotted between U.S. and
Iragi lineswearing full chemical protection suits and unloading 50-
gallon drumsfromtrucks. U.S. intelligence doesn’t know what was
inthe drums, but fear it could be chemicals.

Officials have said that the closer invading forces get to Baghdad,
the higher the possibility that acornered regimewill launch an attack
with chemical wesaponsor other weapons of mass destruction, which
Saddam as denied he has.

U.S. and British aircraft are pounding some of the estimated 30,000
Republican Guard forcesarrayed around Baghdad and striking inside
the capital against Saddam'’s levers of power and modes of
communication.

Themilitary early Friday rolled out new weapons - two 4,700-pound,
satellite-guided “bunker busting” bombs were dropped from
American B-2 bombers on a major communications tower on the
east bank of the Tigris River in downtown Baghdad. The bombs
were twice the size of the bunker busting bombs that were being
used before.

www.goor dnance.apg.
army.mil/

ordnancereports.htm
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A public communication center that was hit during an airstrike
in Baghdad, Thursday March 27, is seen froma bus during a
press tour in this picture taken Friday, March 28, 2003. Intense
U.S bombing on the Iragi capital continued Friday, aimed at
disrupting communications between Saddam Hussein’s
leadership and his military. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)

A two-year-old Iraqi girl, held by her brother, is treated by
Sguadron Leader Smon Chapple, a travelling doctor, in a small
village near Basra Friday, March 28, 2003. The girl was treated
for an infection caused by contaminated water. (AP Photo/James
\ellacott, Pool)

U.S soldiers and volunteers walk off a CH-47 Chinook
helicopter during an evacuation drill at Camp Humphries, at
Pyongtaek, south of Seoul, South Korea Thursday March 27,
2003. American forces conducted a bi-annual exercise known as
Non-combatant Evacuation Operation Thursday, practicing for
the possibility of having to evacuate the 65,000 to 75,000 U.S.
citizens in South Korea if war were to break out. (AP Photo/
Christopher Torchia)
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Paratrooperswith the 173rd Airborne secure the Hareer Air
ContaCt Ed Sar nes at Base on Thursday after landing in Kurdish-controlled northern

edward.gar n&@@ocsapgar mym” Irag. Getty Images photo.




